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APPENDIX B 

Correspondence

TABLE B-1 
Correspondence 

Date of 
Correspondence 

Author Topic Page 

Federal Agency Correspondence

August 1, 2001 USACE   Final Sign-off for Mitigation for Elgin-
O’Hare Expressway Project 

B-5

February 5, 2008 USFWS Response to request for information on 
endangered or threatened species within 
proposed study area 

B-11

February 22, 2008 Peoria Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma 

Response to notification of EO-WB 
project 

B-14

January 29, 2009 USFWS Response to request for information on 
endangered or threatened species within 
the expanded study area 

B-15

March 6, 2009 FAA Response to Tier One 7460 Feasibility 
Study

B-17

May 26, 2011 FHWA Joint Lead Agency Memorandum of 
Understanding 

B-24

July 8, 2011 FHWA Participating and cooperating agency 
invitations

B-32

July 12, 2011 USEPA Response to participating and 
cooperating agency invitation 

B-52

August 1, 2011 FEMA Response to participating and 
cooperating agency invitation 

B-53

August 3, 2011 FTA Response to participating and 
cooperating agency invitation 

B-54

October 13, 2011 FHWA Request for concurrence with point 2 - 
alternatives to be carried forward  

B-55

October 13, 2011 USACE Concurrence with point 2  B-56

October 14, 2011 USFWS Concurrence with point 2 B-57

October 17, 2011 USEPA Concurrence with point 2 B-58

October 19, 2011 FHWA Invitation to Illinois Tollway to be a joint 
lead agency 

B-60

December 14, 2011 FAA Response to Tier Two 7460 Feasibility 
Study

B-61

B-1



TABLE B-1 
Correspondence 

Date of 
Correspondence 

Author Topic Page 

July 23, 2012 FHWA, FAA, IDOT, 
Illinois Tollway, 
USACE, USFWS, 
USEPA, USDA-
APHIS, IDNR, CH2M 
HILL, CBBEL, HR 
Green 

Minutes from meeting to discuss FAA 
requirements under the agency’s 
“Hazardous Wildlife Attractants on or near 
Airports” Advisory Circular, best 
management practices, and wetland 
mitigation 

B-73

September 6, 2012 FHWA and USEPA Illinois NEPA/404 Merger Meeting 
Minutes 

B-77

State Agency Correspondence

June 15, 2009 IDNR Eco-CAT B-84

July 24, 2009 IDOT Cultural Resource Concurrence B-85

September 16, 2009 IDOT Cultural Resource Concurrence B-87

February 18, 2010 IDOT Cultural Resource Clearance B-89

June 15, 2010 IDOT Cultural Resource Clearance B-91

October 5, 2010 Illinois Governor Pat 
Quinn

Executive Order Creating the Elgin-
O’Hare West Bypass Advisory Council 

B-93

October 25, 2010 INHS Black-crowned Night Heron B-96

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108370 

B-100 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108378 

B-102 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108384 

B-104 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108389 

B-106 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108393 

B-108 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108394 

B-110 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108396 

B-112 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108398 

B-114 

February 11, 2011 IDNR Eco-CAT Natural Resource Review – 
Project #1108402 

B-116 

February 14, 2011 IDNR Consultation Termination– Project 
#1108370 

B-118 

February 14, 2011 IDNR Consultation Termination– Project 
#1108378 

B-119 

B-2



TABLE B-1 
Correspondence 

Date of 
Correspondence 

Author Topic Page 

February 14, 2011 IDNR Consultation Termination– Project 
#1108384 

B-120 

February 14, 2011 IDNR Consultation Termination– Project 
#1108402 

B-121 

March 21, 2011 IDNR License Agreement for INHD B-122 

April 29, 2011 IDOT Cultural Resource Clearance B-124 

July 8, 2011 IDOT Participating agency invitations B-126 

August 4, 2011 IEPA Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-133 

November 10, 2011 Illinois Tollway Response to invitation to be a joint lead 
agency 

B-134 

January 31, 2012 IDOT Section 4(f) Concurrence – Wood Dale 
Park District 

B-136 

February 7, 2012 IDOT Section 4(f) Concurrence – City of Wood 
Dale 

B-140 

February 7, 2012 IDOT Section 4(f) Concurrence – Village of 
Schaumburg 

B-144 

February 23, 2012 IDOT Predicted noise on undeveloped land in 
Schaumburg 

B-148 

February 23, 2012 IDOT Predicted noise on undeveloped land in 
Roselle 

B-153 

February 23, 2012 IDOT Predicted noise on undeveloped land in 
unincorporated Cook County 

B-158 

March 8, 2012 IDOT Status of Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass 
Preliminary Environmental Site 
Assessment (PESA) reports 

B-163 

August 8, 2012 IDNR Concurrence regarding wetland impacts B-165 

October 9, 2012 IDOT PESA Validation B-167 

Local Agency Correspondence

July 13, 2011 Northlake Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-168 

June 22, 2010 House of 
Representatives 

Copies of resolutions supporting 
Alternative 203 with Option D 

B-169 

July 19, 2011 Hanover Park Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-240 

July 19, 2011 Bensenville Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-242 

July 20, 2011 Elmhurst Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-243 

B-3



TABLE B-1 
Correspondence 

Date of 
Correspondence 

Author Topic Page 

July 22, 2011 MWRDGC Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-244 

July 25, 2011 Pace Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-245 

July 25, 2011 Wood Dale Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-246 

July 28, 2011 Mount Prospect Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-247 

July 29, 2011 CMAP Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-248 

July 29, 2011 Addison Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-249 

August 2, 2011 North Cook County 
Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-250 

August 4, 2011 CTA Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-251 

August 5, 2011 Itasca Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-252 

August 5, 2011 Schaumburg Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-253 

August 5, 2011 Franklin Park Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-254 

August 10, 2011 FPDDC Response to participating agency 
invitation

B-255 

October 19, 2011 Elk Grove Village Alternative Elgin O’Hare West Bypass 
Proposal 

B-256 

August 3, 2012 Elk Grove Village Concurrence on Quadrant Bypass (Old 
Higgins Road) Intersection Alternate 

B-261 

 

 

B-4



B-5



B-6



B-7



B-8



B-9



B-10



B-11



B-12



B-13



B-14



B-15



B-16



B-17



B-18



B-19



B-20



B-21



B-22



B-23



B-24



B-25



B-26



B-27



B-28



B-29



B-30



B-31



B-32



B-33



B-34



B-35



B-36



B-37



B-38



B-39



B-40



B-41



B-42



B-43



B-44



B-45



B-46



B-47



B-48



B-49



B-50



B-51



B-52



B-53



B-54



B-55



B-56



B-57



B-58



B-59



B-60



B-61



B-62



B-63



B-64



B-65
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D R A F T  M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y

MEETING SUBJECT: 
FAA Requirements, Best Management 
Practices, and Wetland Mitigation RECORDER: 

P. Knysz/ 
J. Anderson 

MEETING DATE & TIME: July 23, 2012; 2:00 PM PREPARATION DATE: September 4, 2012 

MEETING LOCATION: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago 
District Office 

ISSUE STATUS: Draft for Review     Final 

ATTENDEE NAME ORGANIZATION E-MAIL 
Participated in-person 

Jedd Anderson CBBEL jedd@cbbel.com
Shawn Cirton USFWS shawn_cirton@fws.gov
Travis Guerrant USDA - APHIS Travis.Guerrant@aphis.usda.gov
Soren Hall USACE soren.g.hall@usace.army.mil
Amy Hanson FAA amy.hanson@faa.gov
Melanie Haveman USEPA Haveman.Melanie@epamail.epa.gov
Peter Knysz CBBEL pknysz@cbbel.com
Ron Krall HR Green/IDOT ronald.krall@illinois.gov
Larry Martin CH2M HILL lmartin@ch2m.com
Mark Mittag CH2M HILL Mark.Mittag@CH2M.com
Manar Nashif ISTHA mnashif@getipass.com
Aaron Spencer USDA - APHIS Aaron.D.Spencer@aphis.usda.gov
Bryan Wagner ISTHA bwagner@getipass.com
Norm West USEPA west.norman@epa.gov

Participated via phone
Emily Anderson CBBEL eanderson@cbbel.com
Miro Antas CBBEL mantas@cbbel.com
Stephen Bicking HR Green sbicking@hrgreen.com
Kathy Chernich USACE kathy.g.chernich@usace.army.mil
Matt Fuller FHWA Matt.Fuller@fhwa.dot.gov
Pat Malone IDNR Pat.Malone@illinois.gov
Vanessa Ruiz IDOT Vanessa.Ruiz@illinois.gov
Chinliang Wang CBBEL cwang@cbbel.com
Rick Wojcik IDOT Rick.Wojcik@illinois.gov

A meeting was held with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (USEPA), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S. Department of Agriculture – Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS), Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT), Illinois State Toll Highway Authority (ISTHA), and the Elgin 
O’Hare – West Bypass (EO-WB) consultant team on July 23, 2012 to discuss water quality Best 
Management Practices (BMPs), requirements of the FAA Hazardous Wildlife Attractant Advisory 
Circular (AC), and potential wetland/waters mitigation sites.     
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To facilitate the discussion, the EO-WB consultant team provided attendees with the following 
exhibits/information prior to the meeting: 

� BMP Concept Drawings (full-size) 
� BMP Concept Drawings (11x17) 
� Conceptual BMP Typical Section Drawings 
� Potential Detention and Comp Storage Site Locations 
� Potential Mitigation Site Location Map (with FAA Wildlife Hazard Separation Distances) 
� Summary Information for five Potential Mitigation Sites 
� Summary Information for an Additional Lake County Forest Preserve District Mitigation Site 

(new site) 

Note: The above exhibits were also presented at the meeting. 

Post-Construction Best Management Practices (PCBMP)
Mark Mittag (CH2M HILL) and Jedd Anderson (CBBEL) led the BMP discussion. The conceptual 
proposed PCBMP plan for the EO-WB Full Build Condition was presented to the attendees. The 
conceptual design provides the following benefits: 

� A Water Quality Volume (WQV) “first flush” is proposed to be incorporated into the project. 

� The WQV will consist of the capture of up to a 1.25” rainfall event. The 1.25” rainfall event 
equates to capture approximately 97% of all rainfall events recorded at O’Hare Airport on a 
yearly basis, and approximately 77% of the physical volume of water generated by rain 
events on a yearly basis.  

� The intent is to capture, retain, infiltrate, evaporate, and evapotransporate this runoff and not 
release it from the site. 

o USFWS had asked at a previous meeting if the WQV correlated to “stay-on rate”; 
Jedd Anderson confirmed that the two terms are equivalent. 

o The WQV would be provided within swales, ditches, and basins. Rock (or vaults) 
may be used in the basins to limit exposed/open water and to meet FAA 48 hour 
draw-down requirements.   

The project will be constructed in phases and the PCBMPs will be constructed in proportion to the 
improvements. The ratio of WQV will match the level of construction. Additionally, a series of BMP 
swales, basins, natural plantings, and leaking catch basins will be incorporated into the PCBMP plans 
to further promote runoff capture and infiltration.  

The USACE will review the Section 404 Clean Water Act (CWA) permit application package based on 
the conceptual EO-WB Full Build Master Plan. As a condition of the 404 permit, the Tollway would be 
required to provide the USACE with applicable preliminary engineering plan sheets (e.g., grading, soil 
erosion and sediment control, drainage, etc.) for each phase of the EO-WB Initial Construction Phase 
(ICP) for review and approval prior to construction where resource impacts are to occur. The 
preliminary engineering plan sheets would be provided at 60% completion. The USACE and USFWS 
asked that a detailed description (e.g., detail drawings) of the PCBMPs be provided in the 404 
application package. The EO-WB consultant team is to provide the USACE with a written copy of the 
proposed permit strategy for the proposed improvements.  

The median of the proposed EO-WB is being reserved for future transit. Consequently no formal 
permanent PCBMPs (which may limit the future use of the median for those transit needs) are 
proposed in the median. 
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The USACE confirmed that use of the concept PCBMP plans as part of the 404 permit application 
process is acceptable; with the understanding that as individual phases of the project are brought on-
line, 60% level plans will be submitted for review and comment. 

The resource agencies agreed, in principle, that the BMP concept plan had sufficient detail for the 
Final Environmental Impact Statement and that specific details would be coordinated during the 
Section 404 CWA permitting process. 

FAA Requirements
FAA AC requirements were reviewed and discussed, including wildlife hazard separation distances 
adjacent to O’Hare Airport (5 miles) and the Schaumburg Regional Airport (10,000 feet). Based on 
the AC, proposed stormwater detention/retention facilities should be steep-sided, rip-rap lined (or 
equivalent), narrow, and linear shaped, to the extent practicable. FAA prefers that all stormwater 
management facilities (within the wildlife hazard separation distances) drain down (empty) within 48 
hours (after the end of the design storm). Compensatory storage sites will be reviewed by FAA in the 
same manner as detention basins that hold water for more than 48 hours. If a proposed stormwater 
management facility retains stormwater for more than 48 hours, it does not need to have a structural 
cover. However, the facility would need to have a physical wildlife deterrent (e.g., bird balls, wire 
grids, netting, etc.) installed.  

Vegetation in and around proposed stormwater management facilities (i.e., detention/retention basins 
and compensatory storage facilities) should follow the O’Hare Airport Approved Plant List (or 
equivalent). Landscape materials selected for use within the wildlife hazard separation distances 
should not provide food or cover for wildlife. This requirement applies to all proposed vegetative 
landscape materials. USDA-APHIS recommended the use of high endophyte infected fescue. At the 
request of the EO-WB consultant team, USDA-APHIS will consider the use of little bluestem within 
the project corridor and report back. USDA-APHIS requested the opportunity to review applicable 
improvement plans with respect to AC requirements (e.g., wildlife attractants).   

USDA-APHIS would like to have access to the stormwater management facilities along the EO-WB 
corridor in the future to complete evaluations regarding potential wildlife hazards.  The Tollway will 
consider an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with USDA-APHIS to allow access, review, 
maintenance and monitoring of stormwater management facilities within a defined area along the EO-
WB corridor.  

Larry Martin (CH2M HILL) stated that potential stormwater basins have been removed from the 
Runway Safety Areas. Next, the Willow Creek South Tributary alignment shift and potential 
compensatory storage sites along York Road were discussed. Amy Hanson (FAA) confirmed that no 
structural cover is required for a proposed stormwater management facility located in a Runway 
Protection Zone (RPZ) west of York Road, even if the facility retains stormwater for more than 48 
hours (after the end of the design storm). Wildlife deterrents (e.g., bird balls, wire grids, netting, etc.) 
would be required. Requirements pertaining to Willow Creek South Tributary are subject to 
consultation with USDA-APHIS. The FAA and USDA-APHIS will closely review plans for these areas.     

Potential Wetland/Waters Impacts and Mitigation
Based on preliminary engineering, it is estimated that approximately 25 acres of wetland and waters 
impact may require roughly 80 acres of mitigation. The Tollway would fund the mitigation design, 
permitting, and five-year maintenance and monitoring plan. The Tollway would consider assisting with 
land acquisition depending on the situation. 

Melanie Haveman (USEPA) stated a preference for mitigation to be provided through restoration of 
prior converted areas (as opposed to wetland creation).  

Based on preliminary agency coordination, five previously identified potential mitigation sites 
(including: Ethyl’s Woods Addition, DuPage River Properties, Spring Creek Properties, DuPage River 

B-75



R:\7-0_Studies_Analyses_&_Calculations\7-9_EIS\7-9-2_Tier_2_EIS\7-9-2-
2_T2_FEIS\08_Appendices\Appendix_B_Correspondance\FEIS\MM_Agency 
Mtg_072312_Draft_082712(2).docx

4

Salt Creek Workgroup [DRSCW] Site One, and DRSCW Site Two) were discussed in more detail at 
the meeting. Jedd Anderson led this discussion. On behalf of the Lake County Forest Preserve 
District, Jedd also introduced one additional site for consideration. Bryan Wagner (Tollway) 
suggested that the Orland Grassland site be brought back into consideration. Shawn Cirton (USFWS) 
stated that he had not had the opportunity to review the mitigation sites in detail. The agencies said 
that they would like to review the mitigation site information and discuss before any of the potential 
sites are eliminated from consideration. However, it is likely that the two DRSCW sites will be 
eliminated from consideration due to cost and complexity. The EO-WB consultant team was asked to 
call the Forest Preserve Districts to determine timing on acquisition of the properties to help identify 
the preferred sites. The agencies would like to meet again to assist in the final selection of a 
mitigation site. 

Once a site is selected an IGA would have to be established between the Tollway and Forest 
Preserve District. The IDNR is requiring that mitigation be completed on newly acquired land; this is 
not a USACE requirement. 

In response to a question by Matt Fuller (FHWA), the resource agencies agreed that enough 
information had been presented to them regarding BMPs and mitigation that the EO-WB project team 
could request concurrence on the Preferred Alternative at the next NEPA/404 Merger Meeting.      

Action Items

1. EO-WB consultant team will provide USACE with a written copy of the proposed 404 permit 
strategy for the EO-WB. USACE to review/comment. 

2. USDA-APHIS will consider allowing little bluestem to be included in the proposed EO-WB 
project corridor plant lists (e.g., Landscape Plan) and provide feedback.  

3. The Tollway will consider an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with USDA-APHIS to allow 
access, review, maintenance and monitoring of stormwater management facilities within a 
defined area along the EO-WB corridor. 

4. EO-WB consultant team will coordinate with the local forest preserve districts to determine 
approximately how long the mitigation site acquisition process could take. 

5. Resource agencies will review mitigation site information and provide preliminary feedback. 

6. EO-WB consultant team to prepare meeting minutes. 
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Illinois NEPA/404 Merger Meeting
September 5 and 6, 2012

Federal Highway Administration
Training Room

3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, IL 62703
(September 5 and 6)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building
Lake Ontario Room, 12th Floor

77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604
(September 6 only)

September 5, 2012

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm 

� Alton Godfrey (District 8, Madison County)
o Information – Update on public involvement activities
o ESA: Review has not been conducted

September 6, 2012

9:00 am – 12 noon

� Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass (District 1, Cook and DuPage counties)
o Concurrence –Preferred Alternative
o ESA: No effect determination

� Illinois Route 83/137 from IL 132 to Peterson Road (District 1, Lake County)
o Information – Project Introduction
o ESA: Early project development

� Interstate 55 at Airport/Lockport Road and Illinois Route 126/Essington Road (District 1, 
Will County)

o Concurrence – Purpose and Need
o ESA: No effect Determination

12 noon – 1:00 pm

LUNCH

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

� US 14 in Barrington (District 1, Lake County)
o Concurrence – Purpose and Need
o ESA: Early project development

� Caton Farm-Bruce Road (District 1, Will County)
o Concurrence – Preferred Alternative
o ESA: Consultation open on Hines Emerald Dragonfly, Biological 

Assessment expected
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SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 

IDOT District 1, Cook and DuPage counties 
Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass 
Environmental Impact Statement – Tier 2
Information – Environmental Mitigation, Preferred Alternative
ESA – “No effect” determination

DECISIONS:
Concurrence was obtained on the preferred alternative from USACE (Chernich), USEPA (West), USFWS 
(Cirton), and IDOA (Savko).

NEXT STEPS:
Larry Martin will provide USEPA (West) with a complete copy of the BMP plans.

USACE, USFWS, USEPA to discuss and provide input to IDOT/ISTHA on mitigation sites

Pete Knysz will send to USACE (Chernich) information on property acquisition timeframes for potential 
mitigation properties.

Project team and USACE to hold a pre-application meeting later this month (September)

Project team to submit 404/401 permit application by Thanksgiving.

DISCUSSION:
The purpose of the presentation was to request and receive concurrence of the Preferred Alternative for 
the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Tier Two EIS.  The Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project team presented 
information (PowerPoint presentation) supporting the recommendation of the preferred alternative.  The 
presentation addressed the comments received during the DEIS comment period and their effect on the 
FEIS documentation, a review of the alternatives/alternates that remained at the Draft EIS stage, a 
comparison of the remaining alternatives/alternates, the recommendation of the preferred alternative and 
an overview of the proposed mitigation.  During the presentation agency representatives asked questions 
relevant to the material and the project.  Among the questions were:
  

� USEPA (Norm West) questioned if there were differences in the comments received for Tier One 
versus Tier Two. The project team acknowledged differences. For example, in Tier One, 
community stakeholders evolved from being skeptical to unified in their support for the project.  In 
Tier One Bensenville had voiced opposition to the project overall and specific to impacts on their 
community.  In Tier Two, community support for the project continues to be unified, however, 
stakeholders are now focused on the project details that directly affect their communities such as 
property impacts, access, location of noise walls, etc.  

� USEPA (Norm West) questioned how the project was going to accommodate transit. The project 
team summarized the proposed transit improvements to be implemented by others, including the 
transit hub to be located at the west side of O’Hare Airport at the site of the proposed West 
Terminal, reserved space in the median along the proposed Elgin – O’Hare Expressway, space 
for proposed transit stations, reserved space for future transit on the eastside of the north leg of 
the West Bypass (connecting future transit in the I-90 corridor with the West Terminal), and 
extensions of transit service (express bus) from the east-west transit backbone to Woodfield Mall, 
Hanover Park, and the Rosemont CTA station.

� USEPA (Norm West and Ken Westlake) acknowledged the potential travel performance 
improvements associated with the proposed improvements.  
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� Agency representatives asked the status of strategies for the reduction of chlorides.  Larry Martin 
said that ISTHA will continue to coordinate with DRSCW regarding chloride reduction 
methods/strategies. Martin indicated that the Illinois Tollway is striving to develop a partnership 
with the DRSCW that explores new practices for reducing salt that would be applied to both 
tollways and local roadways.  Additionally, monitoring will be conducted to measure effectiveness. 
It was noted that this topic remains under discussion with the appropriate stakeholders, and the 
Illinois Tollway plans to have the framework of a plan for implementation by the end of 2012.   
USEPA (Norm West) also suggested that CMAP be considered as a forum to broadcast 
information. 

� USEPA (Norm West) requested the latest version of the BMP concept plan for the corridor.  Larry 
Martin will provide USEPA (West) with an updated/complete copy of the stormwater BMP concept 
plan. BMPs will continue to be coordinated with the USACE and FAA/USDA-APHIS throughout 
the 404 permit process.

� The status of the wetland/waters mitigation sites was discussed and the USACE indicated that 
the USACE, USFWS, USEPA will discuss and provide input to IDOT/ISTHA on potential 
wetland/waters mitigation sites for the EO-WB by the end of year.  The project team will continue 
coordination with stakeholders, such as local forest preserve districts, regarding properties that 
could potentially be acquired and used for EO-WB wetland/waters mitigation. Pete Knysz will 
send USACE (Kathy Chernich and Soren Hall), USEPA (Norm West) and USFWS (Shawn 
Cirton) information on property acquisition timeframes for potential wetland/waters mitigation 
properties.  The timing of property acquisition was noted as important to the USACE and others, 
therefore this information will be compiled and forwarded to interested agencies.  

� Pre – application meetings for the 404 permit and 401 Water Quality Certification were discussed 
briefly, and it was agreed that meetings will be scheduled for late September or early October 
2012.  

� In further discussion of the 404/401 permit applications it was noted that applications would be 
submitted by the end of November, 2012. 

� USFWS (Shawn Cirton) asked when the FEIS would be available for agency review. Based on 
the current schedule, FHWA (Matt Fuller) anticipated late October/early November. 

Following the presentation and questions, Matt Fuller (FHWA) called for a vote of concurrence for the 
Preferred Alternative and concurrence was received from all present including FHWA, USACE, USEPA, 
USFWS, IDOA.    
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October 9, 2012

Mr. Pete E. Harmet     via email attachment (.pdf)
Bureau Chief, Programming
IDOT District 1
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Re: Status of Elgin O’Hare-West Bypass PESA Validation Report

Dear Mr. Harmet:

The Preliminary Environmental Site Assessment (PESA) reports performed by 
CH2M HILL for the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) were submitted to 
IDOT between June 10, 2010 and February 24, 2012. The final PESA reports were 
approved by IDOT on March 8, 2012 via email/letter. IDOT informed CH2M HILL on 
August 29, 2012 that the data used to prepare the PESA reports for the Elgin O’Hare 
- West Bypass project is due for “validation” by mid-September. Therefore, according 
to IDOT policy (Bureau of Design and Environment Manual [BDE], Chapter 27, 
Environmental Surveys), the PESA reports required an update or validation. The 
validation is necessary before the agency will agree to be a signatory on the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). 

For purposes of this effort, “validation” is described in the Scope of Work section of 
CH2M HILL’s Technical Memorandum dated September 28, 2012. IDOT accepted 
the validation technical approach on October 2, 2012 via memorandum.  The 
validation confirms the PESA information for an additional six months, which will 
carry through the signing of the Final EIS, Record of Decision (ROD), and receipt of 
Design Approval, based upon the current NEPA schedule. The completion of those 
actions signals the completion of the Phase I/NEPA process and IDOT’s formal 
involvement in the project.

IDOT BDE, Geologic and Waste Assessment Unit, has completed review of the Elgin 
O’Hare-West Bypass PESA validation report received via email attachment on 
September 28, 2012. This letter serves as IDOT BDE’s acceptance of the PESA 
Volumes 1 through 5 and five associated PESA Addendum reports. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 217/558-4653. 

Sincerely,

JJames R. Curtis 
James R. Curtis
Chief, Geologic and Waste Assessment Unit

cc: Walt Zyznieuski/IDOT, Sam Mead/IDOT, Ron Krall/IDOT 

2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, Illinois / 62764
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TABLE B-2 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments and Responses 

Index No. Date of Letter Author Page
Number 

Federal Agencies 

C-1 May 14, 2012 United States Department of Interior B-268 

R-1 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-271 

C-2 May 24, 2012 United States Environmental Protection Agency B-274 

R-2 October 4, 2012 IDOT B-278 

C-3 June 2, 2012 Department of the Army, Chicago District, Corps of 
Engineers 

B-286 

R-3 September 26, 2012 IDOT B-292 

State Agencies 

C-4 April 13, 2012 Illinois Environmental Protection Agency B-303 

R-4 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-304 

C-5 April 16, 2012 Illinois Department of Agriculture B-305 

R-5 August 23, 2012 IDOT B-306 

C-6 April 18, 2012 Illinois Department of Natural Resources B-307 

R-6 September 24, 2012 IDOT B-308 

Local Agencies and Interest Groups 

C-7 April 18, 2012 Elk Grove Village B-309 

R-7 October 17, 2012 IDOT B-312 

C-8 April 18, 2012 Village of Bensenville B-314 

R-8 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-315 

C-9 April 18, 2012 Village of Roselle B-320 

R-9 October 15, 2012 IDOT B-328 

C-10 May 1, 2012 Metra B-330 

R-10 September 26, 2012 IDOT B-331 

C-11 May 10, 2012 Maywood Sportsmens Club B-333 

R-11 October 3, 2012 IDOT B-336 

C-12 May 10, 2012 Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago (MWRDGC) 

B-339 

R-12 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-341 

C-13 May 10, 2012 Roselle Fire Department B-343 

R-13 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-344 

C-14 May 11, 2012 Active Transportation Alliance B-346 

R-14 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-350 
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TABLE B-2 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments and Responses 

Index No. Date of Letter Author Page
Number 

C-15 May 14, 2012 Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning B-363 

R-15 September 14, 2012 IDOT B-368 

C-16 May 14, 2012 DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup B-370 

R-16 October 8, 2012 IDOT B-374 

General Public 

All public input and comments were valued in the development of the proposed improvements. 
Comments that were provided verbally are included first, followed by written comments. Responses 
were provided for those comments that required a response and information was provided to those that 
made requests. 

Verbal Comments 

C-17 April 18, 2012 Mr. Terrence Boskelly B-377 

R-17 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-378 

C-18 April 18, 2012 Mr. and Mrs. Greg and Andrea Freres B-379 

R-18 September 4, 2012 IDOT B-380 

C-19 April 18, 2012 Mr. Donald Hartman B-381 

R-19 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-382 

C-20 April 18, 2012 Mr. Scott Horejs B-383 

R-20 August 20, 2012 IDOT B-384 

C-21 April 18, 2012 Mr. Scott Hudgens B-385 

R-21 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-386 

C-22 April 18, 2012 Mr. Paul Petzold B-387 

R-22 August 20, 2012 IDOT B-388 

C-23 April 18, 2012 Ms. Lorie Simon B-389 

R-23 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-391 

C-24 April 18, 2012 Mr. Ilias Zenkich B-392 

R-24 October 8, 2012 IDOT B-393 

C-25a April 18, 2012 Mr. Joseph Musso B-396 

Written Comments 

C-26 April 18, 2012 Mr. Patrick Cusack B-397 

R-26 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-398 

C-27 April 18, 2012 Ms. Jeannette Darnell, Con-Way Freight legal 
representative 

B-400 

R-27 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-401 
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TABLE B-2 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments and Responses 

Index No. Date of Letter Author Page
Number 

C-28 April 18, 2012 Mr. Jason DeFilipps B-402 

R-28 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-403 

C-29 April 18, 2012 Mr. Darren T. Franzen B-405 

R-29 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-406 

C-30 April 18, 2012 Mr. Daniel George B-407 

R-30 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-408 

C-31 April 18, 2012 Ms. Cathy Gucci B-410 

R-31 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-411 

C-32 April 18, 2012 Mr. Gregg Jackson B-413 

R-32 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-414 

C-33 April 18, 2012 Mr. Bob Kast B-415 

R-33 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-416 

C-34 April 18, 2012 Mr. Adam Keldermans B-418 

R-34 September 24, 2012 IDOT B-419 

C-35 April 18, 2012 Mr. Tony Lane B-420 

R-35 October 3, 2012 IDOT B-421 

C-36 April 18, 2012 Mr. Vito LaSusa B-423 

R-36 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-424 

C-37 April 18, 2012 Ms. Linda Long B-425 

R-37 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-426 

C-38 April 18, 2012 Mr. Shirish Maniar B-427 

R-38 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-428 

C-39 May 7, 2012 Mr. James D. McLennan B-429 

R-39 October 19, 2012 IDOT B-432 

C-40 April 18, 2012 Mr. Jay Patel B-435 

R-40 September 27, 2012 IDOT B-436 

C-41 April 18, 2012 Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Ellen Pegnotti B-438 

R-41 October 3, 2012 IDOT B-440 

C-42 April 18, 2012 Mr. Ted Rekawik B-441 

R-42 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-442 

C-43 April 18, 2012 Mr. Jeff Rice B-443 

R-43 October 3, 2012 IDOT B-444 
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TABLE B-2 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments and Responses 

Index No. Date of Letter Author Page
Number 

C-44 April 18, 2012 Ms. Kim Schoppe B-448 

R-44 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-449 

C-45 April 18, 2012 Mr. Doug Schreiber B-451 

R-45 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-452 

C-46 April 18, 2012 Mr. Gerry Seiwert B-454 

R-46 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-455 

C-47 April 18, 2012 Mr. Sam L. Semrow B-459 

R-47 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-460 

C-48 April 18, 2012 Mr. Sanjay Shah B-462 

R-48 September 17, 2012 IDOT B-463 

C-49 April 18, 2012 Ms. Shari Smagatz B-464 

R-49 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-465 

C-50 April 18, 2012 Mr. and Mrs. Michal Sniadala B-467 

R-50 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-468 

C-51 April 18, 2012 Mr. William L. Strawn B-470 

R-51 August 31, 2012 IDOT B-471 

C-52 April 18, 2012 Ms. Gloria Taylor, DBA, Des Plaines Mobile Home Park B-472 

R-52 October 19, 2012 IDOT B-473 

C-53 April 18, 2012 Mr. Robert Ward, Thule Group B-476 

R-53 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-477 

C-54 April 18, 2012 Mr. David Welch B-478 

R-54 October 5, 2012 IDOT B-479 

C-55 April 24, 2012 Patricia (email) B-481 

R-55 October 24, 2012 IDOT B-482 

C-56a April 18, 2012 Mr. Gary Berthold B-484 

C-57a April 18, 2012 Mr. Michael Bram B-485 

C-58a April 18, 2012 Mr. Jim Estus, Colliers International B-486 

C-59a April 24, 2012 Mr. Jamie Honses, Shell B-487 

C-60a April 18, 2012 Mr. Steven E. Johnson, CTC Global, Inc. B-488 

C-61a April 18, 2012 Mr. Mark Kupiec B-489 

C-62a April 18, 2012 Mr. Steven Magnus B-490 

C-63a April 18, 2012 Mr. Dennis Mumm B-491 
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TABLE B-2 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comments and Responses 

Index No. Date of Letter Author Page
Number 

C-64a April 18, 2012 Mr. John P. O'Neill B-492 

C-65a April 18, 2012 Ms. Grecia Ortega B-493 

C-66a April 18, 2012 Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Judy Pichla B-494 

C-67a April 18, 2012 Mr. Jeff Romani B-495 

C-68a April 18, 2012 Mr. Anup Ruia B-496 

C-69a April 18, 2012 Ms. Lindsey Senn B-497 

C-70a April 18, 2012 Mr. Stephen Vogrin, Allied Waste B-498 

C-71a April 18, 2012 Mr. Ken Wilson B-499 

a The comment did not require a response from IDOT. 
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
                                       Custom House, Room 244

                                                           200 Chestnut Street
                                     Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-2904

May 14, 2012

9043.1
ER 12/224

Norman Stoner
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, Illinois 62703

Dear Mr. Stoner:

This responds to your request for comments on the Tier Two Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project. The Federal Highway 
Administration, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT), and Illinois State Toll Highway Authority (Illinois Tollway) have prepared the Tier Two 
DEIS to study transportation solutions for the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project corridor.  
With respect to those portions of the DEIS for which the U.S. Department of the Interior or its 
bureaus have jurisdiction or special expertise, we offer the following comments and 
recommendations for your consideration.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reviewed the information provided in your Tier Two DEIS, 
and we have participated in reviewing the project as part of the Statewide National 
Environmental Policy Act/Clean Water Act Section 404 Merger process.  During Tier One, we
checked our records for the presence of federally listed species, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
trust resources, and other fish and wildlife resources that may be affected by the proposed 
project.  Based on our review we offer the following comments, as they relate to fish and wildlife 
resources, which should be addressed in the Tier Two Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS).

Alternatives (Section 2)

Drainage- Subsection 2.2.2.7
We agree with the applicant’s description of our concerns in this section.  We do note that while 
the resource agencies (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency) have recommended the use of certain best management 
practices (BMPs) to offset the anticipated stormwater impacts to downstream aquatic resources, 
the FAA has voiced concerns about the potential risk of BMPs that may attract wildlife and the 
associated risk of avian/aircraft collisions.  We remain committed to working with FAA to 
identify adequate BMPs, particularly infiltration BMPs, that can be used within the project 

IN REPLY REFER TO:

1
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2

corridor to address our water quantity and quality concerns, while also addressing the 
avian/aircraft collision risk concerns.  

We also support the development of the BMP plan, which will define the location, type, and 
effectiveness of the proposed BMPs.  As mentioned in the DEIS, we plan to participate in 
development of the BMP plan.

Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation (Section 3)

Noise- Subsection 3.8
Noise impacts to wildlife resources are not discussed in this section.  Noise impacts to wildlife 
resources are discussed in subsection 3.14.2.3, as it relates to traffic noise impacts on wildlife.  
Section 3.8 should mention that potential impacts on wildlife were considered and are discussed 
in subsection 3.14.2.3. 

Water Resources and Aquatic Habitats- Subsection 3.10
3.10.3.2 – Operation (Including FAA Guidance)
As noted in our comments for subsection 2.2.2.7, we will continue to work with FAA to achieve
a mutually agreed upon solution that addresses all agency concerns.

Wetlands- Subsection 3.13
3.13.3.2 – Wetland Compensation
This subsection mentions that prior to the FEIS, the resource agencies will review the proposed 
mitigation site(s) and determine which site(s) are best to compensate for the loss of wetlands 
associated with the project.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plans to participate in the 
development of the final mitigation approach.

Due to the high-quality wildlife habitat identified at Sites 84 and 125, we recommend that the 
mitigation ratio for these wetlands be at least 5.5:1. Table 3-47 shows that the proposed 
mitigation ratios for Sites 84 and 125 are 2:1.   

Natural Resources- Subsection 3.14
3.14.3.2 – Wildlife Resources
We recommend that the Illinois Tollway and IDOT incorporate wildlife passage features into the 
project.  The features should be incorporated along riparian corridors, greenways, etc. (e.g., at 
the Ned Brown Forest Preserve corridor, the Salt Creek corridor, the West Branch of the DuPage 
River corridor) identified in the DEIS.  Wildlife passage features such as oversized culverts (at 
least 36 inches or larger) with shelves on one or both sides of a stream, to allow dry passage 
during high water periods, would be beneficial for wildlife (small mammals, reptiles, and 
amphibians) along corridors and greenways that have been identified as areas that provide 
connectivity and allow for animal movement between habitats.  

This letter provides comment under the authority of, and in accordance with, the provisions of 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as amended P.L. 91-190, 42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1956 (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 
U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.), 
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (54 Stat. 250, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 668-668d).
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Shawn Cirton at 847/381-2253, ext. 19. 

                                                                       Sincerely,

      
Dave Sire
Natural Resources Management

       Team Leader  

cc:
FWS, Shawn Cirton 
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Roselle Fire Department
100 E. Maple Avenue Roselle, Illinois 60172 

Business: (630) 980-2043 Fax: (630) 980-8926 

Robert J. Tinucci 
Fire Chief

Date: May 10, 2012 

To: Robert Zimmerer / Planner Community Development 

From: Thomas P. Biscan / Fire Marshal 

Re: Proposed Expansion of Elgin / O’Hare Expressway 

Dear Robert: 

It has been brought to our attention the Illinois Department of Transportation along with the 
Illinois Tollway Authority has proposed a future expansion of the above roadway which affects a 
large portion of the Village of Roselle’s response to emergencies. We ask that you keep the 
following concerns in mind when communicating with the above state agencies to ensure an 
effective and safe response when emergencies arise on our portion of this roadway. 

1.) Toll booth widths must be wide and high enough to allow our vehicle apparatus to pass 
safely through, aerial tower ladder for example needs 9’ width and 13’ height to enter 
roadway and weighs approximately 74,000 lbs. 

2.) Access to fire hydrants must also be considered allowing the need for a water resource to 
mitigate a hazardous material spill or larger vehicle fire. 

3.) Additional emergency vehicle turn-a-round at the western most portion of the roadway is 
needed for emergency vehicle access to help reduce response time. 

It would be in the best interest of all entities if the above concerns were taken into serious 
consideration when moving forward in the future expansion of this roadway. Please feel free to 
contact our office at (630) 671-2842 with regard to any questions in this matter. 

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Biscan / Fire Marshal 
Roselle Fire Prevention Bureau   
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PH:  630-768-7427 
FX:  630-428-4599 10S404 Knoch Knolls Road        Naperville,  Illinois  60565       www.DRSCW.org 
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Mr. R. Krall 
Illinois Department of Transportation 

Bureau of Programming  
201 W. Center Court  

Schaumburg IL 60196   

RE:  Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Study: Tier Two Draft Environmental Impact Statement, 
Section 3.10 through 3.13 

Dear Mr. Krall, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Elgin O’Hare West Bypass Expansion Study 
Tier Two draft Environmental Impact Study.  The DRSCW recognizes that the expansion is a vital 
infrastructure project that will greatly increase the efficiency of traffic flows between the planned 
O’Hare Airport improvements the western suburbs and beyond.  DRSCW’s area of concern is the 
Expansion’s impacts on area waterways.  The waterways addressed in this letter are those bodies 
of water that lie in the basins of the West Branch DuPage River and Salt Creek (including Addison 
Creek).  DRSCW is focused mainly on post construction impacts; while impacts will occur during 
construction, DRSCW assumes that all best practices set out in the EIS will be followed to 
minimize discharges of pollutants or excess flows during this phase.  Post construction impacts of 
principle concern include a higher concentration of pollutants (chlorides, metals, TSS, PAHs) and 
alteration of the physical characteristics of the stream (stream alteration at crossing points and 
buffers, extension of linear feet of stream that is enclosed and alteration of flow regimes).   

In several areas of the EIS there are statements such as “  As a result (of various impairments), the 
dominant fish species are pollutant tolerant and potential impacts to fishing and other recreational 
surface water uses near the proposed improvements are anticipated to be minimal with 
implementation of BMPs” (Page 3-121 line 14).  References to the degraded nature of the 
waterways’ fish and macro-invertebrate communities being a large factor in minimizing the 
impacts of any pollution are also made on pages 3-228 “The Project corridor is highly urbanized 
and built-up. Therefore, impacts to sensitive resources are minimized.”

The statement may be true but it does not accurately reflect the situation of the waterways in 
relation to the Clean Water Act (CWA) and the obligations of regulated entities that discharge to 
those waterways.  Compliance with the aquatic life goal of the CWA in Illinois means that the 
Fish Index of Bio-integrity (fIBI) should be greater than 41 and the macro-invertebrate Index of 
Bio-integrity (mIBI) greater than 41.8, or that at least one of the communities be in this range and 
the other in the moderately impaired category (<41 and >20 for fish and < 41.8 and > 20.9 macro-
invertebrates). Failure to support communities to this degree means that a water body may be 
listed on the State’s list of impaired water bodies (303 (d) List).  As part of restoring the 
waterbody, current discharging entities may find their allowable loadings decreased, and new 
discharges of impairment-causing pollutants may not be allowed. In the Salt Creek and West 
Branch DuPage River basins all assessed segments are on the State’s 303 (d) list. 

B-370

C-16



Surveys by the DRSCW show that if the remaining segments were assessed by IEPA, they too would be included on
the 303 (d) list.  The listing of a waterway on the State 303 (d) list creates obligations on local government to 
ameliorate water quality and major obstacles to waste water treatment plant expansion.  Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDLs) may be performed on 303 (d) listed water bodies to estimate the loadings allowable while still 
meetings water quality standards.  Four assessed segments of the Salt Creek mainstream, one segment of Addison 
Creek and four assessed segments of the West Branch DuPage River have had TMDLs for chlorides approved since 
2004.   

Each TMDL for the Salt Creek watershed was developed to achieve full compliance with Illinois general-use (GU) 
water quality standards or criteria that are correlated to the pollutant of concern (500 mg/L chloride).  The Salt 
Creek TMDLs requires an 8 percent reduction in overall chloride application to Salt Creek and a 41 percent 
reduction in Addison Creek (allocations estimated that up to 12 miles of new roads might be constructed in the 
process of land-use change). The TMDL noted, “Since salt application for deicing is the major source of chloride 
leading to standard exceedence, the chloride TMDL indicates the need for salt application chloride reduction.”  

The TMDLs for the West Branch DuPage River recommended a 35 percent reduction from modeled conditions 
(load allocation for future road construction was assumed but a lane mile figure was not identifiable).  The 
DRSCW’s 2007 Chloride Reduction reporti suggests that the loading assumptions used in the TMDLs were 
conservative, meaning reductions necessary to meet the State standard need to be larger than those recommended by 
the TMDLs.  

Based on the data found in the EIS, the project would add a total of 95.94 lane miles to the Salt Creek (including 
Addison Creek) and West Branch DuPage River watersheds, increasing the annual road salt loading by
approximately 3,809 tons. This increase, which is the equivalent of adding a large municipal entity such as Wheaton 
or Villa Park, would increase overall chloride loadings by 3 percent for the DRSCW program area (including East 
Branch DuPage River). Looking at the increase in loading to the two watersheds effected (Salt Creek and West 
Branch DuPage River) we would see an increase of approximately 4.3 percent.   

It should also be noted that the TMDLs and the analysis presented in the EIS are based on the State water quality 
standard of 500 mg/l.  Studies by the DRSCWii suggest that in the impacted watersheds aquatic populations 
experience a statistically significant decline when chloride concentrations of 141 mg/l and 112 mg/l (for macro –
invertebrates and fish respectively) are exceeded.  The US EPA recommends an acute standard of 220 mg/l, though 
this standard is currently under review and is likely to be become more stringent. From an aquatic resource 
protection scenario the current State standard does not seem protective enough but 500 mg/l is the current regulatory 
standard and will be used for this review.   

The stressors analysis detailed in the 2012 draft DRSCW report found that in the three DRSCW watersheds, 
chloride was, out of  41stressors analyzed,  one of the most significant stressors to aquatic life.  The statement in the 
EIS that states, “Studies of the effects of sodium chloride on fish, aquatic invertebrates, and aquatic plants, including 
acute and chronic toxicity, indicate that salt does not have substantial harmful effects on aquatic biota in large or 
flowing bodies of water, where dilution takes place quickly (Jones and Jeffrey, 1992)” (page 1-125) is clearly not 
relevant in this situation.  Project area inputs and ambient conditions are typically concentrated and the receiving 
streams are neither large nor “flowing” relative to the rivers where that narrative statement was produced. Chlorides 
do not degrade in the environment and chlorides released at one point will add to loadings further downstream.  The 
EIS states that, “Addison Creek, Higgins Creek, and Spring Brook meet the General Use Water Quality Standard in 
the existing condition, but exceed the standard in the proposed condition. Meacham Creek exceeds the General Use 
Water Quality Standard in both the existing and proposed conditions,” (Page 3-123).   Meacham Creek chloride 
loadings would increase from 532 mg/l to 842 mg/l, a 58% increase.  

The EIS concludes that concentration compliance may be possible because a detention system will accompany the 
proposed conditions and lower peak concentrations.  It is not clear where the dilution flows might come from given 
the ubiquitous nature of chloride treated transport infrastructure in the area.  Neither is it clear that increasing the 
exposure time by lowering the peak concentration would be less impactful to aquatic communities.  Empirically, 
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violations of the chloride standard are ubiquitous in the watersheds, despite the presence of similar flood mitigation 
infrastructure.  Based on the information provided in the EIS it is difficult to conclude that the additional chloride 
loading would not impact existing aquatic life; make it more difficult to improve IBIs; be in contradiction to the 
segments’ listing for the State’s 303 (d) list and US EPA approved TMDLs.  Ultimately it is likely to result in higher 
future costs for local stakeholders to comply with the aquatic life goal of the CWA.    

In order to mitigate this outcome the DRSCW suggests commitment to the following post construction steps: 

�� Full review of current road salting policy and procedures  
�� A binding commitment to fully implement chloride reduction practices, including anti-icing and use of 

alternative products throughout the project area, and to measure chloride reductions  
�� Review of procedures, including frequency of equipment calibration and a review of the procedure to set 

and control application rates 
�� Upgrade storage and handling facilities and incorporate storage and handling training for operators 

Table 3-37 presents salt application/ loading calculations for the project which show a predicted average loading of 
39.7 tons of salt per lane-mile.  Based on DRSCW’s experience, this rate seems high, and is higher than has been 
reported by the Tollway in the past.  For example in 2007, municipalities in the DRSCW program area reported 
using an average of 13.53 tons/lane-mile annually (only one reported rates higher than 39.7 tons/lane-mile).   The
table does not specify the source(s) for the information presented and it is possible that the total used was skewed by 
the relatively severe winter weather experienced 2008 -2010.  Whether the application rate used represents a long 
term average or not, large reductions in salt application rates can be achieved for the project area and this should be 
the primary focus in chloride reduction efforts.   Page 3-313 provides a useful summary of these practices and 
resources to develop them.  The DRSCW would like the language to include solid commitments to adopting the 
practices set out and the setting of measurable reduction goals. 

The EIS suggests “strengthening watershed collaboration with the DRSCW by exploring opportunities for 
sponsoring research and assisting in regional capital improvements for the reduction of chloride concentrations 
within the sub-watershed areas. By assisting with regional capital improvements through the DRSCW, member 
communities and groups will have the opportunity to receive assistance in up-grading salt application equipment to 
current standards, thereby reducing application rates and chloride concentrations within the watershed” (page 3-
313).  Obviously even under the most generous reduction scenario the build alternative will increase watershed 
pollutant loadings.  Looking at the increase in loadings projected, offsetting them by lowering application rates in 
watershed communities seems like a feasible option.  Once again such reductions will require commitments from the 
municipal and county agencies involved to increase capital funds invested in chloride reduction, rather than simply 
offsetting investments already planned, and to commit to application rate reductions.  The preference would be that 
such a program would make the off- site reductions as close to or upstream of the project to avoid water quality 
impacts to that area.   

The aim of both on site and off site reductions should be to show no net gain in chloride concentration at the site or 
to show a reduction.  The DRSCW looks forward to working with the project partners towards this goal.   

Page 3-195 refers to riparian woody buffers and concludes that “Due to the urban nature of the proposed project and 
the relatively narrow, degraded, and fragmented riparian environment within its corridor, these functions are limited. 
Subsequently, adverse impacts to riparian corridor functions and values as a result of the proposed project are 
expected to be minimal and would be mitigated as described in subsections 3.10.3 and 3.13.3”.  DRSCW agrees 
with the assessment of area riparian buffers as “relatively narrow, degraded, and fragmented”, however again Draft 
2012 analysis by the DRSCW shows that buffer width is correlates strongly and positively with macro-invertebrate 
communities.  Like chloride reduction, rebuilding riparian buffers is a primary activity of the DRSCW 
Identifications and Priority System (IPS).  The DRSCW would urge project management to look at how preserve 
existing buffers to the maximum extent possible and consider granting easements on riparian property obtained by 
the expansion project where the DRSCW could rebuild buffers in the future.    
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The EIS’s summary of fish IBIs in Salt Creek and West Branch DuPage River match those found by the DRSCW 
basin assessments.  However a full review of the fIBIs throughout the both watersheds reveals that fIBIs fall 
precipitously on both rivers main stems at river miles 10.5 and 8 respectively.  In both cases this drop in fIBI is 
linked to dams that prevent fish passage.  In both cases certain species are found below the dam but not above it.    
FIBI is then not solely a function of the conditions at the survey site but has to be interpreted based on the 
understanding of downstream conditions.  DRSCW is working to remove both these constraints, and based on 
experience on the East Branch DuPage River, is optimistic that fIBIs will rise throughout the watershed if the 
barriers can be successfully modified (a second barrier at river mile 22.5 on Salt Creek is also due for removal).   
Further degradation of habitat, passage and water quality in the upper watershed will negate some of these potential 
improvements if consideration is given only to the pollutant tolerant species currently present.   

In addition to striving to maintain or improve existing water quality DRSCW would also like to express to the 
expansion projects management the importance of insuring that fish passage be maintained at any river crossing or 
culvert that the project places.  DRSCW would be available to assist in reviewing the plans for such infrastructure  

No comparison was made to DRSCW macro –invertebrate scores.  DRSCW used the Illinois mIBI protocol and the 
EIS used the MBI protocol.    It should be noted that MBI is generally used to examine only the relationship between 
organic pollution and macro-invertebrates.  mIBI is designed to be sensitive to habitat modification, flow and a wide 
range of water quality issues and would have been a superior method to evaluate the potential impact of this type of 
project.  mIBI scores found on the main stem Salt Creek ranged from were in the range of poor to fair category, 
while the scores were consistently characterized as poor along Spring Brook.   

The EIS correctly identified polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) as a surface water quality concern.  The 
practices set out are reasonable and concur with the DRSCWs opinion that beyond the discontinuation of coal tar 
based sealants, stormwater BMPs that capture suspended solids are the most effective mechanism for abating PAHs.  
Attention must be paid to the size of the solids capture as studies have shown that the concentration of PAHs 
increase in the very fine (< 100 μm) particlesiii.  The expansion project’s management team may also want to 
consider regenerative air street sweeping as an abatement mechanism for these pollutants.   

Finally the EIS notes that the expansion project’s management team will continue to coordinate with the DRSCW to 
investigate potential local sites within the Salt Creek Watershed for mitigation of impacts.  The DRSCW is 
continuing to look at possibilities outside of the airport buffer that meet the team’s criteria.   

The Board of the DRSCW would like to thank the project team again for the chance to comment on the EIS and 
looks forward to working with them to make the project an environmental, as well as transportation, success story.   

Sincerely  

Stephen McCracken  

DRSCW Watershed Coordinator  

                                                           
i DRSCW Chloride Usage Education and Reduction Program Study, CDM 2007 
ii Priority Rankings based on Estimated Restorability for Stream Segments in the DuPage Salt Creek Watersheds,
MBI 2012 (Draft) 
iii Metals and PAHs adsorbed to street particles Sim-Lin Lau, Michael K. Stenstrom Water Research (2005) Volume: 
39, Issue: 17, Publisher: Elsevier, Pages: 4083-4092 
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·1· ·that issue addressed, and that's at 850 Elmhurst Road.

·2· ·There's a school bus parking lot on the property, and

·3· ·the only access in and out of the property is off of or

·4· ·onto Elmhurst Road.

·5

·6· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

·7

·8· · · · MR. BOSKELLY:· Mr. Terrence J. Boskelly,

·9· ·B O S K E L L Y, 1070 Tennessee Lane, Elk Grove Village,

10· ·Illinois 60007.

11· · · · · · ·I'd like to say that this sound barrier, where

12· ·they have the proposal here, I would like it to stay

13· ·where it's at.· It shows it being moved to the north of

14· ·the pond.· I would like it to stay south of the pond,

15· ·where it basically exists right now.· So I kind of

16· ·oppose this proposal of where they want to move it to.

17

18· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

19

20

21

22

23

24
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·1· · · · MS. FRERES:· Andrea and Greg, G R E G, Freres,

·2· ·F R E R E S, 1089 Florida Lane, Elk Grove Village,

·3· ·Illinois.

·4· · · · · · ·We do want the sound barrier to remain, and we

·5· ·do want it to remain right where it is.· Because we had

·6· ·heard it was going to move.· So we do, definitely, want

·7· ·it because it is noisy even with the noise barrier

·8· ·that's there.· So we definitely want the sound barrier,

·9· ·but we would like it to remain exactly where it's at

10· ·because if they move it, it will affect our property

11· ·value.· Thank you.

12

13· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

14

15· · · · MR. PETZOLD:· Paul Petzold, P E T Z O L D,

16· ·1246 Dover Lane, Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007.

17· · · · · · ·Well, I would like to say that all of the

18· ·people that have the name tags on and that help the

19· ·people are doing an excellent job and I couldn't find

20· ·anything without them.· That's it.

21

22· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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·1· · · · MR. HUDGINS:· Scott Hudgins, 1062 Tennessee Lane,

·2· ·Elk Grove Village, H U D G I N S.

·3· · · · · · ·We would like to have the sound barrier wall,

·4· ·but we would like it placed in the same spot it is now.

·5· ·We don't want it moved to the north side of the lake or

·6· ·retention ponds there.· They show that on -- It's on one

·7· ·of the pamphlets.· She's got the other one.· They had

·8· ·showed it in one of the pamphlets, that they were moving

·9· ·it.· We just want it where it is, to be placed where it

10· ·is.· Then we would like it.· Otherwise, we don't want

11· ·it.

12

13· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

14

15· · · · MR. HARTMAN:· My name is Donald Hartman,

16· ·H A R T M A N, at 1074 Tennessee Lane, Elk Grove

17· ·Village.

18· · · · · · ·This is pertaining to the noise wall.· We

19· ·would like to retain the noise wall if it stays in its

20· ·current location and doesn't move north of the retention

21· ·pond.· And we'd also like it to be made of something

22· ·aesthetically pleasing.· Thank you.

23

24· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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·1· · · · MR. MUSSO:· I'm the property owner, Joseph,

·2· ·J O S E P H, Musso, M U S S O.

·3· · · · · · ·And I'm leaving a comment in regards to the

·4· ·intersection alternatives for Illinois Route 72 and

·5· ·Elmhurst Road.· I would like to say as a business owner

·6· ·that we support either the Old Higgins Road alternate or

·7· ·the Greenleaf Avenue alternate.· I believe it would be

·8· ·far less detrimental to our business and have a more

·9· ·positive impact.· Thank you.

10

11· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

12

13· · · · MR. HOREJS:· Scott Horejs, H O R E J S,

14· ·209 East Murray Drive, M U R R A Y, in Wood Dale,

15· ·Illinois 60191.

16· · · · · · ·I'm for the full build of the ring road, and

17· ·I'm also for any additional improvements, transit and

18· ·bicycle and pedestrian.

19

20· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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·1· · · · MR. HUDGINS:· Scott Hudgins, 1062 Tennessee Lane,

·2· ·Elk Grove Village, H U D G I N S.

·3· · · · · · ·We would like to have the sound barrier wall,

·4· ·but we would like it placed in the same spot it is now.

·5· ·We don't want it moved to the north side of the lake or

·6· ·retention ponds there.· They show that on -- It's on one

·7· ·of the pamphlets.· She's got the other one.· They had

·8· ·showed it in one of the pamphlets, that they were moving

·9· ·it.· We just want it where it is, to be placed where it

10· ·is.· Then we would like it.· Otherwise, we don't want

11· ·it.

12

13· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

14

15· · · · MR. HARTMAN:· My name is Donald Hartman,

16· ·H A R T M A N, at 1074 Tennessee Lane, Elk Grove

17· ·Village.

18· · · · · · ·This is pertaining to the noise wall.· We

19· ·would like to retain the noise wall if it stays in its

20· ·current location and doesn't move north of the retention

21· ·pond.· And we'd also like it to be made of something

22· ·aesthetically pleasing.· Thank you.

23

24· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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·1· · · · MS. FRERES:· Andrea and Greg, G R E G, Freres,

·2· ·F R E R E S, 1089 Florida Lane, Elk Grove Village,

·3· ·Illinois.

·4· · · · · · ·We do want the sound barrier to remain, and we

·5· ·do want it to remain right where it is.· Because we had

·6· ·heard it was going to move.· So we do, definitely, want

·7· ·it because it is noisy even with the noise barrier

·8· ·that's there.· So we definitely want the sound barrier,

·9· ·but we would like it to remain exactly where it's at

10· ·because if they move it, it will affect our property

11· ·value.· Thank you.

12

13· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

14

15· · · · MR. PETZOLD:· Paul Petzold, P E T Z O L D,

16· ·1246 Dover Lane, Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007.

17· · · · · · ·Well, I would like to say that all of the

18· ·people that have the name tags on and that help the

19· ·people are doing an excellent job and I couldn't find

20· ·anything without them.· That's it.

21

22· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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·1· · · · MS. SIMON:· Lorie Simon, L O R I E, S I M O N.

·2· ·1065 Florida Lane, in Elk Grove.

·3· · · · · · ·So, okay, here's the problem.· The mailing we

·4· ·received shows the potential noise barrier as directly

·5· ·in my backyard.· The map here is saying that the mailing

·6· ·was incorrect.

·7· · · · · · ·So I don't want the noise barrier if it's

·8· ·going to be directly along our yard line, but if it is

·9· ·going to be along the street line, I do vote yes.

10

11· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

12

13· · · · MR. ZENKICH:· My name is Ilias, I L I A S.· Last

14· ·name is Z, as in zebra, E N K I C H, Zenkich.

15· · · · · · ·I have an issue with the Elmhurst Road

16· ·development.· And I don't know if you can take a quick

17· ·look, but I'm trying to explain it as best I can.

18· · · · · · ·When they make this median here (indicating),

19· ·there's going to be no ability to cross and make a left

20· ·turn out of the property and no left turn into the

21· ·property off of Elmhurst Road.· And I need to have that.

22· ·And she said it's because of some kind of issue with

23· ·crossing the road.· But this driveway here (indicating)

24· ·is going to have access either way.· So I need to have
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·1· · · · MS. SIMON:· Lorie Simon, L O R I E, S I M O N.

·2· ·1065 Florida Lane, in Elk Grove.

·3· · · · · · ·So, okay, here's the problem.· The mailing we

·4· ·received shows the potential noise barrier as directly

·5· ·in my backyard.· The map here is saying that the mailing

·6· ·was incorrect.

·7· · · · · · ·So I don't want the noise barrier if it's

·8· ·going to be directly along our yard line, but if it is

·9· ·going to be along the street line, I do vote yes.

10

11· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

12

13· · · · MR. ZENKICH:· My name is Ilias, I L I A S.· Last

14· ·name is Z, as in zebra, E N K I C H, Zenkich.

15· · · · · · ·I have an issue with the Elmhurst Road

16· ·development.· And I don't know if you can take a quick

17· ·look, but I'm trying to explain it as best I can.

18· · · · · · ·When they make this median here (indicating),

19· ·there's going to be no ability to cross and make a left

20· ·turn out of the property and no left turn into the

21· ·property off of Elmhurst Road.· And I need to have that.

22· ·And she said it's because of some kind of issue with

23· ·crossing the road.· But this driveway here (indicating)

24· ·is going to have access either way.· So I need to have

B-392
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·1· · · · MR. MUSSO:· I'm the property owner, Joseph,

·2· ·J O S E P H, Musso, M U S S O.

·3· · · · · · ·And I'm leaving a comment in regards to the

·4· ·intersection alternatives for Illinois Route 72 and

·5· ·Elmhurst Road.· I would like to say as a business owner

·6· ·that we support either the Old Higgins Road alternate or

·7· ·the Greenleaf Avenue alternate.· I believe it would be

·8· ·far less detrimental to our business and have a more

·9· ·positive impact.· Thank you.

10

11· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -

12

13· · · · MR. HOREJS:· Scott Horejs, H O R E J S,

14· ·209 East Murray Drive, M U R R A Y, in Wood Dale,

15· ·Illinois 60191.

16· · · · · · ·I'm for the full build of the ring road, and

17· ·I'm also for any additional improvements, transit and

18· ·bicycle and pedestrian.

19

20· · · · · · · · · · · ·-· -· -· -· -· -
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From:                              Elgin O'Hare �����	
������������
Sent:                               Tuesday, April 24, 2012 1:01 PM
To:                                   Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject:                          �������s - ������� ������d Tuesday, April ����

Elgin O'Hare

Comment entered Tuesday, April 2... has been added
Modify my alert settings | View Comment entered Tuesday, April 2... | View Comments | Mobile View

Title: Comment entered Tuesday, April 24, 2012 10:59:12 AM

FullName: patricia

Subject: west bypass

Address:

AddToList: No

Email: pattjc1948@gmail.com

Message: Will the mobile home park in the area of Elmhurst Rd & Higgins Rd be affected in any way?

Last Modified 4/24/2012 1:59 PM by System Account
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�

King, Aimee/CHI

From: Krall, Ronald D [Ronald.Krall@illinois.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:03 PM
To: 'pattjc1948@gmail.com'
Subject: Reply to Patricia, e-mail response, for EO-WB Public Hearing comment
Attachments: patricia reply attachment.pdf

Patricia, you submitted a question relating to the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project Public Hearing, that 
asked:�
 �
“Will the mobile home park in the area of Elmhurst Road and Higgins Road be affected in any way?”�
 �
In response, we offer the following reply:�
 �
Preliminary design indicates the need for a strip of land approximately 15 feet wide along the south side of the 
Des Plaines Mobile Home Park property to accommodate the proposed improvements.  Touhy Avenue, in this 
location, will be widened to accommodate a new center median from which an eastbound left-turn lane for 
accessing the Des Plaines Mobile Home Park will be added.  Additionally, a new 10 foot wide multi-use trail will 
be placed along the north side of Touhy Avenue as well.�
 �
The Old Higgins Road Quadrant Bypass intersection alternate is being carried forward as the preferred 
alternate for the IL 72 (Higgins/Touhy)/Elmhurst Road intersection improvements (see attached exhibit).  The 
widening noted above will allow for a continuous center median separating the east and west bound traffic.  
The preferred Old Higgins Quadrant Bypass will establish a new four-legged intersection that includes the 
mobile home’s IL 72 (Touhy) access point.  This new four-legged intersection will be channelized with left turn 
lanes and controlled by a new traffic signal.�
��
Due to the minor widening, some right-of-way (ROW) impacts are anticipated (15 feet, as noted above).  
Preliminary plans indicate that the minor widening will not require the water tower be removed to accommodate 
the proposed improvements.  In addition to the water tower, there are watermains in the area.  Potential 
impacts to the watermain will be evaluated further during detailed design development.  At this time, impacts to 
the watermain are not expected.  If it is determined that the watermains cannot be avoided, we will work to 
minimize any impacts.  Avoidance of the water tower and watermains will be a priority.�
 �
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ron Krall, Project Manager, at (847) 
705-4103 or by e-mail at ronald.krall@illinois.gov��
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From:                              Elgin O'Hare �����	
������������
Sent:                               Tuesday, April 24, 2012 5:41 PM
To:                                   Braband, Libby/CHI
Subject:                          �������s - ������� ������d Tuesday, April ����

Elgin O'Hare

Comment entered Tuesday, April 2... has been added
Modify my alert settings | View Comment entered Tuesday, April 2... | View Comments | Mobile View

Title: Comment entered Tuesday, April 24, 2012 3:38:56 PM

FullName: Jame Honses

Subject:

Address: 701 Poydras, Suite 1046, New Orleans, LA 70139

AddToList: No

Email: jamie.honses

Message: I would like to get a copy of the plans for this project to determine if Shell's pipeline will be impacted by the project. 

Thanks

Last Modified 4/24/2012 6:38 PM by System Account
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